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ABSTRACT 



Because young children disregard writing on the spine 
of a book, researchers chose to run a test on color preferences in 
books. In a library situation young children see most books from a 
spine-out angle; thus when allowed to select a book by themselves, 
the first characteristics noticed are size and color. This study is 
based on the hypothesis that children transfer their preference for a 
favorite color to book color preference, if the quality of color is 
emphasized. Children also lelate colors to moods. The two colors that 
were preferred by at least half of the 41 children tested were red 
and purple. With all the color choices totalled, the preference order 
was purple, blue, red, orange, brown, green, black, and yellow. The 
findings indicate that sex does make a difference in determining 
color preference. There was not enough consistency between favorite 
color and book color preference to justify a strong connection 
between the two. (Author/MM) 



^rZZ9S 003 



U S. department of health, 

EDUCATION & WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS DECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG- 
INATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN- 
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY 
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU- 
CATION POSITION OR POLICY. 



L. I. S, 697 



Mo .li' , Laffls on 



CHILDREN'S BOOK COLOR PREFERENCES 
AS RELATED TO THEIR P'AVORITE COLOR 



A Research Project 
Submitted t© The 

Graduate Department of Liorary and Information Sciences 

Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 



In Partial Fulfillment 
©f the Requirements ©f the 
Master ©f Library Science Degree 



CO 

CO 



by 

Jill L. Lscke 
17 May 1971 



CO 



HH 

ERIC 



Acknowledgments 

The author gratefully acknowledges her indebtedness 
t® all who have assisted in making this study possible* 

To Professor herle E. Lainssn for his guidance and 
encouragement . 

To Professors Owen Gaboon and Barbara Taylor for 
making the children available for tss''lng, and for their 
helpful suggestions. 

T® the f©rty-©ne preschoolers who responded so 
willingly t© the testing. 

t * 1 j V -1 • 




Sj 

ii 



TABLE OF COivlTEWTS 



INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER I. PREVIOUS STUDIES , 

CHAPTER II , THE DESCRIPTION OP THE EXPERIMENT . 
CHAPTER III. ilNiyi,ySIS AI'JD RESULTS OF DATA » . . . , 

CHAPTER IV. SUMI-IAHY AND CONCLUSIONS 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDIX 1 . QUESTIONNAIRE 

APPENDIX 2 

ABSTRACT 



. 1 
, A 
. 18 
. 25 
. 48 
. 52 
• 55 
. 58 
. 60 










LIST OP TiiJiLLS 




1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 » 

8 . 

9. 

lOo 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 



15. 



l6. 



17. 

18. 



Arrangement of Books and. Colors for Test 21 

Arrangement of Books and Colors for Test 2 , 21 

Arrangement of .Books and Colors for Test 3 

and Numter ©f Times Chosen ..... • 22 

Statistical imalysis ©f freschoolers According t© 

Age. Sex. and Reading Ability 26 

Favorite Color 28 

Test Number Ones Large Bs©k Color Preference ... 29 

Test Number Twos Medium Book Color Preference ... 31 

Test Number Three- Size Preference 33 

Test Number Pours Size Preference 34 

Test Number Threes Book Color Preference ..... 35 



Arrangement for Books and G©l@rs f. r Test 4 and 



Number of Times Chosen as Preference • 36 

Test Number F©urs B®@k Color Preference ...... 37 

Totals ©f All Four C©l©r Tests . , . - , 

Order ©f C©l®r Preferences ®f Favorite Colors, 

F©ur Test Selections, and Test Totals 40 

Color Consistency @f Children Among Four 

Tests and Color Preference 41 

Showing Consistency of Favorite Color G?»oups and 
Selection ©f that Color as Their Host Preferred 
in the Four Tests ................ 43 

Color Preference f©r Males ....... 44 

Color Preference f©r Females 45 

Total Order ©f Preference and Number @f 

Times Preferred 46 




19 



INTRODUCO?ION 

The field of publishing beeks for children was 
really begun by J@hn Wewbery and his A Little Pretty Pecket - 
boolc^ in the eighteenth century. Since then, the publishing 
©f children’s becks has grotm int© quite a lucrative busi- 
ness. Publishers are very aware that children’s tradebcoks 
sell better than adult tradebo©ks, and therefore each year 
thousands ©f children’s books are made available t® the 
public. 

Adults write tne books; adults illustrate the books « 
adults publish the books; adults sell the bocks; adults read 
the becks; adults like er dislike the books; adults make the 
boeks available the public. At the end ©f this ’’ong 
chain, the children en' ’ pictuic, uv. ycung 

children see in the books? How d® they Judge the bosks? 

T®@ many adults in their strivings f©r exceller e 
forget ihe visual^ child-like manner @f viewing object 
The prescheeler hes not yet mastered the symbols ©f ©ui 
langus e; he cannot yet gain meaning from the printed pag). 
What h*' understands is the visual, the size, shapes, cc I =rs 

•‘•Csrnelia Pleigs, et . al, , A critica l - Istory ol 
Chlldrer’s Literature (Mew Yorks Macmillan, 1954), p. .4, 



O 

ERIC 



1 






2 



2 

and pictures of objects. As the child looks at the sp' *o 
©f a book ®n the librarj’’ shelf , he dsi'es net gain any insight 
Int© the beak’s subject from the tit3.e; all he sees is the 
c@l©r ©r the sise ©f the bo©k. It is when he pulls the 
bo©k off the shelf and sees the pictures that he gets an 
idea ©f the subject matter ©f the ba®k» It is because young 
children disregard writing @n the spine ©f a book that the 
researcher chose t® run a test ©n c©l@r preference in b©®ks» 

In a library situation, young children see laest books from a 
splne-©ut angle; thus when allowed to select a book by them- 
selves, the first characteristics nsticed are size and c@l®r. 
This study vrlll be based ®n the hypothesis that 
children will transfer their preference for a favorite color 
t® book color preference. If the quality ®f color is cmphasi-^^.- 
The Idea of book color and b®®k covers entered the 
mind of the researcher watching a younger sister in the 
library. Books were selected off the shelves that looked 
and sounded good t® the adults in the family, but as the 
book was shown to the sister she would shake her head and 
say, "N©,” Finally when asked vjhy she did n®t wan-fc the books, 
she said, “Because they didn’t look good,” Children also 
relate colors t® moods. This idea of "looking good" could 
relate t© variv^us areas. It has been found that children 
wh© wanted the feeling ©f sunshine preferred the color yellow. 




SArnold Gesell, Frances L, Ilg, and Glenna E, Bullls, 
yig-3-Qn Its Development in Infant and Child (New York* Hafner 
Publ is hing , 1 949 ) , p , i '26 , ~ 
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and that children deprived ©f eutdoer la,ndscapins and 
shrubhery favored green. VIhen Sismc mxrsery sch©©l children 
were divided int© tw© gr©ups, vrlth half ©f thesa hearing a 
happy and half a sad st©ry, it affected their o©l©ring after- 
wards. When given a yellow and a br©wn crayon and asked t© 
c®l@r a girl’s dress, those wh© heard the sad story tended 
t© c®l©r the girl’s dress br©wn, whereas these wh® heard the 
happy stery cel^jred the girl’s dress yellow,^ These ideas 
brought t© mind the qualities a yeung child would notice in 
a book — the n©n~readable qualities. Having talk'^Jd with 
several librarians, they seemed t© agree that the bright 
c®lers, especially the primary e©l®rs, were well-liked In 
llbraz'y boaks. This was haw the idea ®f ba®k c@l®r preference 
began ta interest the researcher. 

Preschealers were tested an beak calar preference 
as related t© their favarite calars, t® see if there was 
any cannectian between the tw®. W© research ®n this topic 
was found to have been done previously. Two classes, 
consisting ®f forty-one children were chosen at the Brlgha® 
Young University nursery school as the subjects t© test. 
Preschoolers were used because it was considered necessary 
by the researcher t® test n©n-readers ®r readers ©f very 
limited abilities. 

3L©uis Cheskln, Colors. What They Ga n D© F©r You 
(New York: Liverlght, 194^7 ) , p . 71. ‘ 

Car©l 0. Lawler and Edward E. Lawler III, "G©l©r- 
M©©d Associations in Young Children, "' Journal ®f Genetic 
Psychelogy . GVII (September, 1965), 29-32, 

7 
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PREVIOUS STUDIES 

Very little ©f a scientific nature has b©©n d©ne 
concerning any phase of celor preference in regard t© books 
and children* The studies which have been made ocncernlng 
children and color involve the fields ©f education and» 
msst frequently, psychelcgy* It is hoped that these results 
will be added t® other studies that will be made ®f children 
and color studies in the area ®f b®®ks s® that a b®dy of 
knowledge will become available ©n this subject. 

Because ®f the technical nature ©f these studies, 
each study will be briefly summarized* The ©nly test made 
concerning the library and children's preferences ©f books 
and color was done in 1922 by Florence Eileen Bamberger 
for her thesis at Jehns E©pkins University, Her study was 
done t® test the effect ®f the physical make-up ®f books 
upon children's choices. In the study. Miss Bamberger 
found that in cheesing beoks by c®l©r, y©ung children ch©se 
bright, saturated c©l@rs, and as the children grew older 
they chose softer tints ®f color* The favorite colors were 
blue first, with red and yell®w alternating between the 
second and third places* She concluded also that children 
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preferred 'beelcs seven and one half inches high, five inches 
wide and ©ne inch thick* 

Olive M« Riker* a child psychologist, tested 
elementary school children @n c©l®r preference. She conducted 
her study using color charts and ©htained the following 
results: the children liked bright, saturated colors in 

first red, and then blue. She asserted that color preference 
changed with luaturity in growing favor of blue and green, ^ 

A study by Suchman and Trabass©, psychological 
researchers, found evidence ©f a preference hierarchy in 
children between color and form. They determined that 
children preferred color to f®rm,^ 

Garth and Porter, of the University of Denver, 
tested 1,032 yoxAng children and concluded the fallowing: 

(1) the feeling for color increased with age, (2) o©l®r 
preference was more precise among boys than among girls, 

( 3 ) the children preferred the color red the ai@st and yellow 




^Florence £• Bamberger, "The Effect of the Physical 
Make~Up ©f a Book Upon Children’s Cheiees" (Baltimore: Johns 

Hopkins Press, 1922 ), as found in Bonnie E, Mellinger, 
Children’s Interests In Pictures (New York: Teacher’s College, 

Columbia University, 1932 ), P* 9 . 

^Olive M« Riker, "Color Preferences ®f Elementary 
School Children" (unpublished blaster’s Thesis, University of 
Wisconsin, I925), as found in Bonnie E, Mellinger, Children’s 
Interests In Pictures (New York* Teacher’s College, Columbia 
University, 1952), p, 10, 

^Rosslyn G, Suchman and Thomas Ttabass®, "Coisr and 
Form Preference in Yeung Children," Journal ®f Experimental 
^lld Psyeholegy . Ill (May, 1966 ), 177-87, 

.... 9 
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the leastj and ( 4 ) the color blue was esteemed more as 
age increased . ^ 

When Gale, of the University of Chicag©* tested 
children from the third t© eighth grades ^ he found that 
their preferences were f&r the following colors in ©i*der 
@f preferences ©range, red, violet, and blue,^ 

Gertrude H, Hildreth ran color choice tests ©n 138 

children of ages three, four and five. This test was done 

f®r her thesis at Columbia University, The children were 

aslced t© ch®@se from ten colors moimted on cardboard and 

the results ®f their favorite colors showed ©range as the 

favorite of all the ages, with Dink and blue following in 
1 o 

that order, 

Ruth Staples, a psychologist, studied forty-four 
color tests run ©n people ©f various groups* infants, 
preschoolers, sch©®l children and racial groups. In 
summarizing her findings ®f the studies, the following 
conclusions were drawn* (1) infants at the age @f several 
menths began t© recognize colors ©n the red end ©f the 
spectrum, s© that when they were tested they responded t© 
reds and yellews, (2) as children became preschoolers and 

O 

Thomas R, Garth and Electa Penina Porter, "The 
Color Preferences of 1032 Young Children," The American 
Journal of Psychology . XLVI (July, 1934 ), 

Gale, Children's Preference s for G@ 3 ,®rs. Color 
Combinations, and Col^r Orangemen t (ChlGago* University of 
Chicago Press,“i933) » as reported in Psychological Abstracts „ 

VII (October, 1933), 584 . ^ 

lOGertrude H. Hildreth. "Color and Picture Choices of 
Young Children," Journal of Genetic Psychology . XLIX (I936), 427 - 35 , 

10 
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students they preferred red and blue with yellow dropping 
In popularity, (3) the different racial groups also preferred 
red and blue? the race difference seemed t© have little 
effect ©n color preferences.^^ 

W, A. Woods, a psychologist, studied 2,0?6 people 
in an attempt t© prove that responses to different color 
combinations varied according to age, intelligence and sex® 

Mr. VJoods proved his hypothesis and concluded that the people 
with the more primitive behaviors were attracted t© color 
combinations x^hich displayed variety, intensity, and contrast, 
and that those persons tested, wh® T^rere more socially oriented 
and developed, preferred subtle relationships in colors 
Using a different approach, J. P. Guilford, an 
optician from the University of Southern California, believed 
that there was a system in color preference and that it showed 
in the communality ®f choices. Guilford asserted that bi©l©gi~ 
cal factors caused color preference differences and not 
cultural factors. 

P. R. Farnsworth and T,' L. Ghichiziola, a team of 
American psychologists, ran a color^ test in terms of sigma 

l^Ruth Staples, "Color Vision and Color Preference in 
Infancy and Childhood, " The Psychological Bulletin. XXVIII 
(April. 1931), 297-308. 

A, Woods, "Some Determinants ®f Attitudes Toward 
Colors in Combinations," Perceptual and Motor Skills, VI 
(1956), 376, ~ 

J. P. Guilford, "There is System in Color Preference," 
Journal of the Optical Society of America and Review of Scientific 
Instmments, XXX (19^0), as reported in Psychological Abstracts. 

XV (1941), 68, — 
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units ©n 125 school boys# The results showed that the boys 
preferred red, purple and blue#^^ 

J, P» Guilford ©f the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia and Patricia C# Smith ®f Cornell tested forty students 
with 316 color specimens. They wanted to, and did, prove 
that there was a consistency ®f preference within and across 
the sexes# They kept the qualities ®f brightness and saturation 
constant, and the results showed that the students preferred 
m©st the blue to green region @f color and preferred least 
the yellow to green region ©f c@l©r#^-^ 

One of the classic studies done in the psychological 
area ©f color preference was done by Thomasohewskl , a Polish 
psychologist# Thomaschewski wanted t® show the relation of 
color preference to such qualities as social adjustment, 
mental capacity, special abilities, temperament and initia- 
tive# In his study, Thomaschewski experimented with wer 
700 school children between the ages of four and sixteen# 

He showed them twenty-five colors and required them t® pick 
from the twenty-five the five they most liked and the three 
they disliked# He also retested them after three months# 

Through careful study @f the children and their preferences, 
Thomaschewski created categories relating colors and character 

l^P, H. Farnsworth and T. L« Ghichlziola, "Color 
Preferences in Terms @f Sigma Units," The American Journal 
of Psyctyblogy , XLIII (October, 1931)# 63'i# 

15j, P, Guilford and Patricia Co Smith, "A System 
of Color Preference," The A merican Journal of PS 77 ch©l®gy . 

LXXII (December, 1959). 4S7-502, 
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traits. The results were drawn up as f©ll©ws: 

blue, black, violet • . • . calmness 

orange and red ...... seclability 

white •••.••oe... seriousness 

black •••... present depression 

©range erotic tendencies 

dark green •••••.«• reserve 
light blue in 

younger children . . • • • nervousness 

green and violet • • • • • sensitivity 

red tones always 

chosen feeble— mindedness 

or abnormality 

strong red . . a o - » ® . health, vi or, 

Joyousnes 

He also c©nclu-i.od that the harmony b< tween the five 

preferred colors selectei as significant, tharp distinctions 

between colors shewed clear thinking and uprightness, and the 

order ©f dark and light colors indicated a masculine ©r 

1 

feminine tendency •''' 

A Frenchman, J, Subes, studied children's coler 
preferences and concluded that children preferred pictures 
with vivid contrasts and bright«c©l®red objects, but that 
this preference declined with age. With age, the trend ©f 
individual differences became more importsmt and the 
difference of sex diminished .17 

Peiga-Selff ert, a German psychologist, tested first 
graders. They were given a choice ©f colors which remained 
the same in order t® test for brightness, dullness and 




l^E. Thomaschewskl , "Die Farbe in der Experimentellen 
Charakterfsrschung, " Zertsohrift fur Judendkunde . V (1935), as 
reported in Psychological Abstr^c^ . X (September. 1936), 479, 

17 j, Subes, "Des Gouts des Enfants pour les couleurs," 
(March— April, 1959. Number 2), as reported in Psych®— ’ 
logical Abstracts . XXXIV (June, I960), 408, — ~ 
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darkness. In the testlngp the girls shewed much more 
decided preferences than the b©ys. When the children were 
asked t© combine colors, they chose contrasting colors of 
daidcness and brightness. In this area the boys showed more 
variety in their combinations tha’- 'Tid the girls. This 
researcher believed firmly that chi d: .-r;=s color preferences 
were much less primitive than was nc ”al ly r jught, and clcsex 
t© adults’ tastes than was usually as . d b people, 

G, W, Granger, of the Institu te f Fr 'chiatry at "Che 
Maudsley Hospital ©f London, England., d isea a mathematical 
formula by which he tested people ©n c©_ -r preference and 
predicted their- responses. He ran many tests using this » 
formula, and succeeded surprisingly well with it, 

L. E. Khozak, a Hussian psychologist, attempted t© 
change the reactions t@ color ©f twelve children. They were 
asked t® ch©©se paper circles ©f their favoi'ite colors? then 
their responses began t© be condltisned by flashing lights, 
in kaleidoscopic fashion. By conditioned reactions caused 
flashing lights @f the colors they liked the least when 
they said their favorite colors, Khozak was able t® reverse 
the preferences of four ©f the children. In another experi- 
ment with fifteen children, he revised the conditioning by 

Feige— Seif f ert, "Tarbkenntnls und Tarbverwendung 
bel Klndern des ersten Grundschul Jahres, “ Zeltshrift fur 
PadagoglBche Psyohologie v.nd Esperlmentelle Padagogik . XL 
(1939). as reported in Psyoholegical Abstracts . XIII 
(Deceaiber, 1939), 6?4, 

W« Granger, "The Predlctisri ©f Preference for 
Color Combinations," Journal ©f General Psychologv. LII 
Q VApr^XJ.., AKat 
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flashing lights ©f the col©rs they liked m©st as they would 

say the colors they disliked. This time he was able to 

20 

change ten ©f the fifteen students’ preferences. 

Another Russian, Kovshareva, tested eight ^Idren 
between the ages ©f seven and nine years old. The were 
asked to select their odor preference by choosin^. rom 
drawings , objects and electric lights. Soon their espouses 
were stimulated by foods the most liked colors were repre- 
sented by biscuits, whereas the least liked colors '.Fere 
represented by chocolate. This caused the children t© reverse 
their color preferences in the following manners for seven 
of the eight children, preferences rose in the least liked 
colors, in six ®f the eight children, preferences fell in 
the most liked colors, 

Dashiell, of the University of North Carolina, ran a 
time test on color preference to determine whether the amount 
of time required to make a choice was influenced by the 
amount of difference between the stimuli. The stimuli for 
the test were seven colored papers. Wine students t©©k the 
test three times each. They i'esp©nded by punching a key s© 
that the time could be recorded accurately. The most preferred 
color was blue, with yellox? and green favored the least. 




20l. e, Kh©zak, "Popytka Izmeneniya Vysskazj-^vanuya 
Rebyonka Putyon Eksperliaental m®y Organizatzii Yev© Deyatel 
Nosti," Na Putyakh k Izuch. Vysshykh Form Mairodln, Reb. , (193^)» 
as reported in Psychological Abstracts , IX (March, 1935) » 12?, 



21 V, 

na Roaktziya 
Na Putyakh k 



reported 



Kevsharova, "Opyt eksperiimcntal 'n©v@ Vozdezstiviya 
Vybora i Svlazannyle s Nsyu Vyskasvaniya Rebyonka, " 

Izuc h Vysshykh Form Heirodln. Reb. « (193^)» 

1 ©R . 
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The time choices wei^e the longest in choosing between colors 
in the middle range ©f preference, and the s.h©rtest in 
choosing between the extremes ©f the color spectrum. There 
was a noted difference between ©ne inte;?val s;,nd six Intervals 
along this spectrum. The results proved that time was Inversely 
related to the distance between the stimuli judged, 

G. W, Granger, ©f London, did another test an color 
preference. He required fifty people tc rank sixty sets of 
colors in order ©f preference. They ranked designs als©. 

Results showed that the preferences were objective because @f 
personal taste and dependency ®n objective stimuli properties. 

Another British psychologist, H. J. Eysenck, ©f the 
University College ©f London, tested f©rty-tw® university 
students with ten colored papers and concluded (1) that there 
was as much agreement between color preferences @f pe®p3,*?/ as 
there was between Intelligence tests and that this was connected 
with aesthetic appreciation, (2) two groups of preferences 
formed, those who liked saturated colors or those wh® liked 
unsaturated colors, (3) that there was a high agreement of 
preference betwef^n the sexes 



22j, p, Dashlell, "Affective Value-Distances as a 
Determinant ©f Esthetic Judgement Equal Times," The American 
Journal of Psychology , L (November, 1937 )» 51 -^ 7 • 

23g, W. Granger, "An Experimental Study ©f Colour 
Preferences,” Journal of General Psychology , LII (June, 1955) » 
3 - 20 , 



2^H. J, B^senck, "A Critical and Experimental Study ©f 
Colour Preferences," The American Journal of Psychology . LIV 
(July, 1941), 385 - 94 . 
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Three researchers frera the University of Nebraska 
W, E. Walten, R, B. Guilford, and J. P. Guilford, tabula 
fourteen years @f data ©n the color preferences ©f coile^ 
students. The stxidents were tested using pa^.red comparis ,s. 

They found that consistently sex differences appeared, an 
that for both sexes red decreased continuously in value bi ■ 
began t© rise at the end ©f the fourteen years. They not. »d 
that women's color preferences fluctuated mere from o? e > i- 2 
t© another but when individual differences were checked irx any 

p c: 

given year, the changes by sex were approximately equal. 

Walton and Staples, research psychologists, studies, 
children together concerning the factor ®f relating pleasu - 
able experiences with color preference* Children were shewn 
colors and given toys when certain colors of lights appeared. 

Then when tested for colors, the colors used in the favorable 
experiences showed an Increase in preferability. The researchers 
also noticed that the children retained these preferences for 
five months after the experimenting. 

Margaret W. St. George, of the University of Denver, 
conducted research concerning color preferences of college 
students with training in color theory and practice, and 
those untrained. She tested 250 ©f each type and asked them 

25w, E. Walton, H. B, Guilf©rd and J, P, Guilford, 

"Minor Studies from the Psychological Laboratory of the Univer- 
sity @f Nebraska. VI Color Preferences ©f 1979 University Students," 
The American Journal ©f Psychology , XLV (April, 1933 )s 322-28, 

^^Ruth Staples and W, E, Walton, "A Study ©f Pleasurable 
Experience as a Factor in Color Preference," Journal ©f Genetic 
Psychology , XLIII (September, 1933)* 217-23* 

17 
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to arrange seven colors in the order of preference. Th 
order ©f preference was blue, green, red, yell©w, orange, 
violet and white. The difference in sex according to 
preference was slight and the scales between the trained and 
untrained students were s© similar that Miss St» George 
concluded that art training played n© active part in deter- 
mining cclcr preference. She found that assoclatiens existed 
between colcr and emotion, but that an existence of symbelism 
with the colors was uncommon in preferences.^^ 

H. £©uls@n and B. Nielsen, Utah psychologists , believed 
that most Investigations ©ver-slmplif ied color prel erenctiS. 

Meat Investiga bions assumed that if tw@ groups liked red, 
they liked the same color, Poulson and Nielsen tested 300 
college students using differing shades ®f color* The 
variance of preference by shades proved that testing results 
must be stated m©re specifically if they are to be trusted,^® 

T. Shikaba, a Japanese psychologist, tested 24? subjects 
®f psychiatric hospitals or juvenile homes. He wished to see 
how the various disorders would rank six colors as to prefer- 
ence, The ranking ©f the group as a whole went as follows* 
blue, red, violet, green, yellox^ and ©range. He noted the 
similarity ©f this order t® the general order ®f preference 

^^Margaret N, St, George, "Color Preferences of College 
Students with Heferince t© Ghrematio Pull, Learning, and 
Association," The American Journal ®f P sychology. LI (October, 
1938), 714-16.'' " 

P©uls®n and B, Nielsen, "Certain Color Preferences 
®f College Students," Utah Academy of Sciences, Arts, and Letters 
Proceedings . X ( 1933) ’ 




15 



of normal children, more than normal adults:. As he went 

through the various disorders individually, this writer noted 

that the colors red, violet, and blue were almost always 

29 

found among the top four preferences. 

M. W. Marston, a psychologist, wished t© connect 
primary colors and primary emotions. In his testing he showed 
that blue showed domination and was well-likad by males, 
whereas yellow signified submission and was well~liiced by 
females and Chinese people. Green was a pleasurable color 
and showed compliance, and red aroused emotions and l@ve, and 

was favored by the males. The women disagreed more often on 

30 

color preference than did the men.-^ 

The psychologist. D. P. Rakshit, did an Important test 

showing color preference tendencies of introverts and extro- 
verts. Ke first tested the subjects using the Neymann- 
Kohlstedt examination t® determine if they were introverts or 
extroverts, and then he tested them ®n color preference. The 
results showed that the extroverts preferred the deeper colors 

©f blue, red and green. The introverts and neutroverts 

31 

favored ©range and violet.-^ 

29t, Shlkaba, "Color Preference of Deranged Persons and 
Delinquent Boys," The Japanese Journal of Psychology , II, 

Number 4 (1927), as reported in Psychological AfestraoM * II 
(October, 1928), 609-10 • 

W. Mars ton, "Primary Colors and Primary Emotions," 
Psyche , XXX (1927), as reported in Psychological Abstracts , n 
( Oe timber, 1928), 609. 

5j-d. P. Rakshit, "Colour Preferences of Extroverted and 
Introverced Individuals," The Indian Journal of Psychology . XXI 
(1946), as reported in Psychological Abstracts , XXII (October, 

Q 1948), 549 . 
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The atofsve mentianed tests and research done in the 
fieXd ©f* csior preferences were explained separately because 
@f the technical infermatlen centained in theia and because 
generalizing them w©uld cause many pertinent details t© be 
0 verl®@ked, In generalizing them, @ne could say the 
fsllowings (1) these tests concerned pe©ple @f the Caucasian 
race, ( 2 ) people had definite preferences in c©l©r although 
they varied, ( 3 ) red and blue were faverite cclers, (4) red 
dropped in preference as age increased, (5) blue gained in 
preference as age increased and as educatlenal levels r®se, 

( 6 ) c®l®rs created definite feelings psychologically and 
physically, (?’) preferences ©f children and adults were 
different, with children favoring saturation and brightness, 

( 8 ) although yellow was one ®f the first colors seen by 
infants, it dropped steadily in popularity thereafter, and 

( 9 ) there was a connection between ©bjects and color associa- 
tion. 

Of the fifteen articles and tests found concerning 
racia?. preferences other than these of Caucasians, a great 
difference was n©t noted except for the Chinese pe©ple. With 
the ©ther races, blue signified a greater level ®f intelli- 
gence, whereas far the Chinese, xThite was preferred as the 
level ©f education rose, S, K, Ch©u and H» P, Chen, research 
psycholegists frem Shanghai, attempted to explain this 
difference by the color associatiens , cultural habits and 
language differences found among the Chinese B» Hir®hashi, 

32s, K, Chou and H, P, Chen, "General versus Specific 
Color Preferences of Chinese Students," Journal of Social 
Psychology . VI (August, 1935 )« 290-31^» 
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a Japanese? psychei>l©sist , suggested the p®ssibilities ©f white 
and its preferability t© Chinese females be their levs ©f 
white dresses, light c©mplexi©ns and povrder.^^ The ©ther races 
included Mexicans, Israelies, aberigines Gar©, Eastern 
Indians, American Indians, Pilipines, Lebanese, Iranians, 
Kuwaitis, Puert© Bicans, Negr©es, and the Japanese, The only 
©ther peculiarities were the ©verall preferences ©f American 
Indians, Fillpin©s and Mexicans f©r red. As with the Caucasian 
groups, the c©l@r blue seemed t© be related with educati@n 
levels. Different researchers disagreed whether c©l©r prefer- 
ences were culturally er bisleglcally determined, but apparent- 
ly Hiest races had apprexlraately the same general preferences. 
This resume ®f the findings in the field shews the 
relatively few studies dene in the area ©f children and celer 
preference. Only ®ne ®f these has been done in direct 
relationship with b©«ks. It is hoped that this study will 
contribute t® this rather neglected area ®f children and the 
library science field. 



33b» Hirehashi, ’'3®me Experiments ®n the Beauty @f 
Color,'’ The Japanese Journal of Psychelcgy , I ( 1926 ), as reported 
in Psyehalegical Abstracts . 11 (Ooteber, 1928), 608 ® 
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CHAPTSH II 



THE DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPERIMENT 

With permissi@n from the Child Development and Family 
Helatiens Department ®f Brigham Y©ung University, f©rty-@ne 
preschoolers from the Brigham Young University laboratory 
scheol were chosen t® be tested. This consisted ©f two 
classes which totalled twenty-tw© b®ys and nineteen girls. 
Preschoolers were tested because ®f their limited, if any, 
reading ability. The children were either the ages of f@ur 
®r five? eleven children were four and thirty children were 
five years old. 

The children were tested individually in a private 
room te avoid the influence of peers. The testing was all 
done by this writer, who had visited the children in class 
previously t© the testing day s© that the children and the 
researcher were acquainted. This procedure was suggested by 
the Child Development and Family Relations Department in 
hepes that this would make the testing more relaxed. 

As the child was led int© the r®®m, it was explained 
t© him ©r her that he was going t© be asked questions about 
colors. The children all agreed that they knew about colors. 
The child and the researcher would then sit in the testing 
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r©©m and the test w©uld f©ll®w six First, the child 

was asked eight questions concerning Persshal data, and 
ass@ciati©ns with b©cks in various si'*^uati©ns , Seccndly, 
the child was asked t© name his faveaf^te c©l@re (See Appendix 
Humber One), In the next four steps, he was asked to point t@ 
the prettiest book fr©n each of the ;f^ur srcups. Each child 
took approximately three minutes t© (^j^mpl®te the questions 
and tests. 

The testing materials were s^^ty—fchr b©oks* twenty^* 
four large sized books (twelve inched high by nine inches 
wide), tvrenty-fsur medium sized boek^ (nine inches high by 
six inches vride), and sixteen small zed b®®ks (eight Inches 
high by six inches wide). These wer^ books ©btained fr®m the 
Pr®v© Public Library, These books oevered with wrapping 

paper (See Appendix Number Tw© @f ce^'^r samples), s® that all 
the child could see ©f the be©k was siz® and c®l©f» 

Eight colors of c®vers were d^ed* the primary colors, 
red, yelloxir and blue, and the second^by colors, orange, green 
and purple, plus brown and black, all the tests, eight 

books ©f the different sizes were r^Pbcscnted and the children 
had the full range ©f o®l®r preference i^^ each test, in each 
size. 

The variance ®f size was n©^ used t© determine size 
preference, but t© make the tests di^fcrcht so that the 
consistency ©f c®l@r ceuld be check^^. I'he four different 
tests were arranged differently for ^he same purpose. In an 
attempt t® test the children on consistency, variance was 

23 
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pi* 3 Vidrsd in. h©pe they wei*® n©t made aware ©f "the consistency 
factor* 

The test r©em was set up in the following manners 
tw® chairs were arranged s© that each child could sit and 
talk with the researcher t© answer the questionnaire* T© 
the left cf the chairs was a peghoard platform ©n which were 
attached two b©©k shelves. The t®p r©w contained eight large 
books. These books were placed in the following orders brown^ 
black, red, yellow, blue, orange, green, purple (See Table 
1, page twenty-ane). The bottom row ©f the pegboard shelf 
contained eight medium sized b®@ks ©f the eight colors® They 
were placed in the following orders orange, green, purple, 
brawn, black, red, yellow, blue (See Table 2, page twenty-®ne). 

The ©ther two tests were set up on a low circular 
table. The books stood upright with the spine visible t® the 
child, and were supported by b©©k ends. These two tests 
consisted ©f twenty-four b@®ks each with eight large, eight 
medium and eight small b®@ks. Each size v^sras covered in the 
eight colors. The first group ®f twenty-four was stacked in 
three groups according t® the size. The si.zes were graduated 
from large @n the left end, t® small ©n the right end* In 

this test, the colors ©f books in each size group ran in a 

consistent order: brown, black, purple, green, ©range, blue, 

yellow, and red, (See Table 3 , page twenty-two). The secend 
group @f twenty-four contained the three size groups, but were 
stacked at random both in relation t© size and colors. The 

test books were in the f©ll©wi“ ^ order* medium br®wn, small 
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red, medium purple, small blue, large yellow, small ©radge, 
small green, small purple, large red, large black, large 
©range, medium green, small yellew, large purple, small black, 
medium ©range, large brewn, medium yell©w, small breivn, medium 
red, medium black, large green, medium blue, and large blue, 

(See Table 11 )» 

The children were asked the first eight questions ©n 
the questionnaire (See Appendix Number One, page 5^) t® ascertain 
their background with be@ks. The other questions were directly 
concerned with the tests themselves. The questionnaire was 
arranged s@ that the child’s response o©uld be recarded 
quickly and easily. The last page ©f the questionnaire was 
filled out after the testing time because it involved 
c®!nparing the previous answers. The questionnaires were als© 
constructed so that they c®uXd be used with a computer program, 
the STAT08 program (See Appendix Number One, page 5^), 

After the questlens were decided upon, adults were 
consulted f@r criticism ©f the fellowing types} fell©w 
students, professors, and heads @f the Child Development and 
Family Relations Department, These people were asked t© read 
and evaluate the questions asked and the testing procedures 
used, Tw® changes were suggested f©r improvement, (1) the 
format ®f the response sheets for easier marking and computer- 
ization, and (2) laying some ®f the test books with the face 
side out and ©thers with the spine facing ©utwards. Because 
®f the problems involved in a university situation with 
©btainlng presch@®lers , a complete pretest was n®t p©ssible, 

27 



Instead, these adult evaluations an five informal inter- 
views x^^ith children were relied up©n* 

The f©rty-©ne nursery sch©©l children that were 
tested provided a gc©d randcm sanipling, if, J©sefina 
Rodriquez. f a psychologist from Madrid, said, c©l©r was deter-- 
Kilned bl€>loglcally ©r instinctively and not cultur«£clly 
As many ©ther tc 3ts did this test concerned child^ en ©f 
©ne geographic f -.ea? hewever, it seemed that fr©m previous 
research, chlld^r 3n in Japan, Madrid and the Lnited S .atLS, 
all preferred ce -tain colors, especially red and t)lue« 

These children ="aiae from varying . vame backgr^^unds and concer^r^ed 
tw® different ages ®f children, se it was felt that the two 
classes of nursery schoel were quite typical ©f a normal 
clsLssr®©ia ©f chlldi'en* 

A f©ll0W— up test was n®t allswed t© this study hecause 
©f the limited time alleweds as it was, the children were 
taken away fr®m class* It is h®ped that a f®ll®w— up study 
v/iii be d®ne semeday, s® that the fact®r ®f censlstency 
between a first testing and a f@ll©w-up test ceuld be checked. 

A return ®f 100 per cent was achieved. Each child 
answer^-d all ®f the questiens and selected the c©l©rs easily. 
Because ©f the nature ®f the study and pr©cedures, the matter 
©f return was never a preblem t© be considered. As planned, 
the questions were simplified and the survey sheets never 
left the hands @f the researcher. 

3 ^j©seflna Rodriquez, "Las Fref ex'encias de G©l®r an l©s 
Nin®s de Edad Escholar," Revista de Fsloelegia General y Aplicada , 
V (1950), as ren®rted in Psych®l®glcal Abstracts^ XXV (December , 
1951). 799 - 800 .' 






CHiVPTER III 



Al^ALYSIS Al\fD RESULTS OF DATA 

The fc;rty-@ne children were all ®f th ages four 
five, eleven r^re four and thirty were five. They were 
divided up fairly evenly acooiding t© sex? twenty-tw© ©f t..? 
children were males, ard ninejteen were females a ^ilth®ugi 
reading ability was n©t tested, fifteen ©f the f©rty-©ne 
children said that they could read. The extensiveness ©f 
this was net checked ©ut, whether ©nly a few words could be 
read ar simple readers. One surprising factor involved with 
these statistics was that the fifteen children wh© said they 
could read were divided up with the same percentage ©f b©th 
in the tw® age groups, ®ne-thlrd @f each age group. One 
disturbing factor t® be noticed cencernlng the children’s 
backgrounds with beoks was that ©f the farty-®ne children, 
sixteen answered that they had never been t@ a library i this 
figure constituted ever ©ne-third. of the children. C©mplete 
statistics are given concerning these p'Csrsonal statistics in 
Table 4, page twenty-Six) i . 

The children seemed to have little difficulty stating 
a favorite color. iO.1 but four selected a primary c©l@r, ©r 
secondary color, ®r brown and black as their fav®rite« The 
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TABLE 4 

S‘L.TTt riCAL AHALYSIS OP PRESCHOOLERS ACCORDING 
ro AGS, SEX, AND READING ABILITY 

nuwbex’ 

of 

children percealage 



Age 




26.83 


Age 5 . . , 


> • »30, , , , 


■73 .i'7 


Males . . , 




53.66 


Females . , 


... 19 ... . 


46,34 


Readers . . 




36 . 59 


Nonreaders 


y • « S6 • • ♦ * 


63.41 


To ta 1 . . . 


* A m It 3 


100^ 



r 




3 « 



0 
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©ther f referred the c®l©r pink. Table 5» page 28, shews 

the prs :nces both nuiaerlcally and oemparatively. The 

childrs- 3f erred the nine c©l@rs as their favorites in the 

f oiler-. r rderj red; purple; pink; blue, yellow, green and 

black •"'- :ied f©r fourth place; ©range; and br©wn. The tw© 
colors : ■ x^ere preferred by at least half ©f the group were 

red and , ..le. According t© the previous tests conducted 

with ch^ ‘ n t© determine c©l©r preference, the favoritism 
for red quite normal. The c®l®r preference for purple was 

a bit uiT_ 3al li©wever. It was difficult t® obtain yellow and 
purple paper t® cover the b©®ks and the quality ®f calor ®f 
the purple and yellow differed fr@ia the rest ©f the paper. 

This fact 'hsuld be noted. (See Appendix Number Tw®, page 57). 

Fer test number ©ne, eight large b®©ks were set face 
©ut ®n a pegboard shelf. The ©rder ®f color was brown, black, 
red, yell©- , blue, orange, green, and purple, (See Table 6, 
page twenty-nine). It should be noticed that the colors were 
grouped Tlth the mixed colors ®f brown and black first, the 
three pr.rr Ary colors next and the three secondary colors last. 

The order, of preference was purple; red; blue and ©range tied; 
yellow and green tied; and no preference for br©wn ©r black. 

In this test the large preference for purple and red was 
apparent, as it was in the list ®f favorite c©l©i’*s» A difference 
was tha the preferences were closer together and n©t quite as 
varied berr. en all the colcrs. 

Test; number tw© was conducted similarly t© test 
number cne ’cept for two factors, size if the books and ©rder 
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©f the colors used. The books were ©f medium size and the 
©rder ©f baeks was ©range, green, purple, brown, black, red, 
yellow and blue, (See Table 7, page thirty~one). The ©rder 
©f color groups were the secondary colors first, the mixtures 
next, and then the primary colors. The children preferred 
the blue and purple books; the blue rated much higher than 
the other colors. The interesting point t© be compared 
between test one and test tw© was that the children* s tw® 
favorite c@l©rs in test one were directly ab©ve the favorite 
colors in test tw®, (See Tables 1 and 2, page twenty-®ne). 

The preferences f©r beeks in test one and two ran in a parallel 
pattern. This factor raised the question ®f placement and 
preference, and would have required more extensive testing in 
this area. It is hoped that this c@nc.ept will be examined by 
©ther researchers. 

Test number three involved both size and color, but 
as mentioned previously, size was only added to test consisten- 
cy by adding a type of variety, H(?wever, the results of size 
preference were noted just to compare the results with Bamberger's 
study. As has already bean mentioned, Bamberger’s study stated 
that children preferred books seven and one half inches high 
and five Inches wlde,^'^ The test results of this study shewed 
that the children in both tests preferred the large-sized 
books which were twelve inches high and nine inches wide. 

This point vjas interesting; perhaps the children liked the 
large b®@ks because they noticed them mere, just as a tall 

^^Bamberger , ep, cit, , p, 9* 
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person stands out in a crowds This fact vja.s mentloried because 
the children picked the large size more in test number four 
when the bocks were stacked randomly according t© size than 
they did in test three x\rhen the bocks were stacked in graduated 
order according to size. (See Tables 8 and 9 * pages thirty- 
three and thirty-four). Concerning color and test three, the 
books were stacked in graduated size and cclor; sequence was 
repeated identically in each size group. The color order ran 
the mixed colors, the secondary colors and the primary c©l©rs. 
Colors ®f purple and red were picked as favorites again. The 
size factor did not seem t© affect this. The order of preference 
was purple; red; blue and ©range; brown and yellow; and green 
and black. These results are almost a repeat ©f test number 
one’s results (See Tables 6 and 10, pages twenty-nine and 
thirty-five ) • 

Test number four’s results showed a difference from 
the other tests. These books v/ere stacked randomly both in 
size and color sequence. Table 11, page thirty-six, will 
show the exact size ©rder and color order. The difference 
in results ©ccured because brexm was chosen as the favorite 
celor with blue being the second choice. (See Tab3,e 12, page 
thirty-seven). It should bj noted that in tests three and 
four the most popular colors were chosen most in the large- 
sized books. Concerning areas most chosen from in tests three 
and four, test three was chosen by nearly half ©f the students 
(twenty) from the left eight books, whereas in test number f®ur, 
nearly half of the students (nineteen) chose books from the 
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rlsht eight bosks. It shauld be mentisned that in the te'=’t 
setting the becks were in on the circular table. This meant 
onat b©th of these areas m©st chosen fr©m in the tw® tests 
were positioned in the center ©f the table® This differed 
from the positioning similarity ©f the first two tests. 

However, it is interesting that the tw© pairs ©f tests set 
up the most alike, one and tw©, and three and four, had 
positioning similarities, 

With all the celer ch©ices totalled, the preference 
order was purple, blue, red, ©range, brown, green, black, 
and yellow, (See Table 13, page thirty-nine). The purple 
factor which kept appearing as a faverite was puzzling be- 
cause ©f its difference from ©ther cal©r preference tests. 
However, the blue and red preferences were t® be expected, 
as xsras the dislike ©f black and yellew. These traits were 
found in other color tests done previously. It is Interesting 
t® note the similarities ©f book color preference and c@l©r 
charts or card pref ei-ences. Of the total colors, the most 
commonly chosen were purple, blue and red. The only surprising 
changes occurred in test txfo with its low rating for red, and 
test four with its hig rating of brown, (See Table l4, page 
forty). 

The levels ©f consistency were quite low. During the 
testing it was noticed that a very limited number ©f children 
were absolutely consistent, whereas the majority of the 
preschoolers selected colors very randomly. Table 15, page 
forty-one, will verify this statistically. 
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seemed to be the lowest be Ween the separate tests# When the 
tests were grouped together consistency rose. The highest 
levels of consistency x^'cre found to exist between the results 
©f tests one and two vrith favorite colors, and in the area of 
size preference. Perhaps the cause of high consistency between 
test one and. two and the child's favorite color x^as because ®f 
the definition used for consistency. If the child selected 
his favorite color in one of the tx^e tests. Vie wsis considered 
t© be consistent. Another factor to be noticed In the area 
of consistency v;as that those vrho chose the more popular colors 
of the group as their favorite colors, tended to shoxv more 
consistency in their four tests. Note Table 16, page forty- 
three, and the high levels of consistency for those favoring 
purple (75 per cent) and red (50 per cent). 

In comparinr the color preference ©f the groups 
according t© sex. It was found that the boys were more 
-consistent than the girls, but not a great deal s©, (See 
Tables 17 and 18, pages forty-four and f®rty-five). In 
comparing their total preferences (See Table 19$ page forty- 
six) the follexi^ing things may be observed: (l) the boys 

favored blue more than the girls, (2) both sexes ranked blue, 
red and purple in the first three preferences, (3) the boys 
and girls s'witched their preferences for br©-wn and orange, 
and j’-ellox^f and black to positions exactly opposite one an.other. 
The males* favorite colors and the females’ were quite different 
and the total preferences of the males and females agreed 
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exactly in only tvxo of the raiikings, red ani green. These 
findings seetn to point out that sex does make a difference 



in deteriaining color preference. 




CHAPTER IV 



SUMMARY ANJJ CONCLUSIONS 

The procedures and results ©f this study may be 
-su®ffiarri-s^d'“'a:s ~'rolX© ws ; ' 

le In order t© determine bo&k color preference as 

> 

related t© favorite colors, four tests of varying sorts were 
run, according t© certain ^specif icatiens outlined by the 
investigator* These specifications involved the elimination 
or addition ©f variables in order to secure choices and note 
consistency* Pour tests were conducted, two c©n--orned only 
the variations in c©l©r, and concerned variations in 

book size and color. Sight c©l©rs of b©ek covers were vised s 
the primary colors of red, yellow and blue, the secondary 
colors of green, ©range and purple, and the mixed colors ©f 
brown and black. Three sizes of books v?ere used, small, 
medium, and large. The children's favorite colors were 
compared xirith the colors they preferred in the four tests. 

II. Timo classrooms of preschoolers were used >m© 
attended the Brigham Young University nursery school* One 
class contained fifteen students and the other contained 
twenty-six chil. Iren, making the total amount ©f children 
tested forty-one. The children were of tw© ages, f®ur ©r 
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five* Conslderat..on mnst be taken for the fact that the 
sampling was all taken from one geographic area® 

III® The testing procedure was simplified so as t© 
make it uncierstandable to each child® One test was run at a 
time, having the child select a color of book or sise and 
color ©f a bock. The child selected one b©©k from ea i test, 
and the results were recorded by the researcher® 

IVo This study xfas concerned with the choices made by 
these children betx'reen the various boc>k colors in relationship 
to their favorite colors ^ and how consistent these choices 
were. 

V, A discussion of the situation which interested 
and challenged the investigator t© research this problem was 
included, ills© a summary ©f the studies t-rhlch were made by 
previous researchers and v^hich were related t© the present 
study. Only one study referred directly to books and color 
preference. 

The following conclusions were reached after an 
analysis ©f the results ®f the choices made by the forty-one 
preschoolers selected for this experiment and based upon 
their choices of sixty-four books as compared with their 
statements of favorite colors; 

1. The difference in choices between colors preferred 
indicated that the children did have decided preferences, 

2® The children chose their favorite colors in the 
follox*ring order of preference; red? purple ^ pink; blue, 
yellow, green and black; ©range and brot-m® 
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3a Th:i:se sans ch:l3.dren chose booh colors ;in the 
total of the four tests) In the following order: purple? 

blue? red; orange; broxm? green; black and yellovr* 

Thei’e was not enough consistency betx'jeen fa '<rite 
co3.or and book color preference to justify a strong connec '"/Ion 
between the? two. However, one cannot overlook that the colors 
of purple, blue and red xirere selected by the majority of the 
children in both cases. Consistency was greater in the totals 
than in the result's of the individuals* 

5, Those children wh© selected the most popular 
colors as their favorite ones, purple, red and pink (pink 
was considered to be closest to the color purple), showed a 
much, greater consistency between the favorite color and book 
colors than did those x^h© preferred the lesser liked colors. 

In the light of the preferences shoxwn by the particular 
children taking part in this study, and with the tests used, 
the following recemmendations are made: 

1, That more testing be done concerning children and 
book color preference using different variations, other than 
those of color and size, Pei naps color and tints, ©ne color 
and two color and other varia.tions could be used .so that the 
children* s preferences under different circumstances could be 
compared , 

2, A factor which arose in the study, positioning 
similarities, would be an Interesting one to be researched* 

Do children prefer certain parts of library shelx:-es ©r parti- 
cular areas of displays? This area needs experimentation* 
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3s It sugs^sted that all manufacturers of materials 
for childrenio for example, clothing, school materials, toy 
manufacturers, Interior decorators, as well as the book 
industry, do testing in their fields to be jaade aware of 
children* s preferences® 

4, A psychological study should be made concerning 
how children develop a favorite color. An example of a 
question to be considered could be whether colors were an 
idea forced upon he child by his parents. If this is the 
case, it might have accounted for some of the inconsistencies 
which existed between favorite colors and book color preferences. 
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appb;ndix 1 



QUESTIONNAIRE 







tiUjSSTIONb 



1, What is yoi r name? 

2, How old are you? 3 ^ 5 

3, Gan j^©u read yet? yes _____ no 

4, Does your teacher read to you? yes no 

5, Do your parents read to you? yes no 

6, Do you lika books? yes ______ no 

7 , D© you have books ©f y@ur own at heme? yes n© 

8, D© y®u ever g© t© the library? yes no _____ 

9« What is yeur i‘av®rite color? red _____ blue ______ 

yell ©range grn purp ______ blk _____ 

brn ®thei' (specify) 
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Name of child: 



Test #1 

Large Books : 

lOe Child Selected 

1) red 2) yellow 3) blue 4) purple 5) green 6) orange 

7 ) brown 8 ) black 

Medium Book:; s 

11. Child Selected 

1) red 2) yellovr 3) blue 4) purple 5) green 6) ©range 

7) brown 8) black 

Test #2 

12c Child ch©se 

1 ) large 2 ) medium 3 ) small 

13» Child chase 

1) red 2) yellow 3) blue 4) pur] 5) green 6) ©range 

7 ) br@vm 8 ) black 

Stacked randomly 

1^. Child chose 

_____ 1) large 2) medium 3) small 

15» Child oh©se 

1) red 2) yellow 3) blue '4-) purple 5) green 6) ©range 

7 ) brown 8 ) black 

16, Child *s favorite calor 

1) red 2) yellow 3) blue 4) purple 5) green 6) ©range 

7) brown 8) black 
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Naira e ©f child s 



Checklist 



17. Sex ©f the child 

1) male 2) female 

Test //I 

18. Was the child ccnsistent in the collar he preferred between 
part 1 and part 2? 

1) yes 2) n© 

19« W^s this c©nsistent with hisi fav@rlte celer? 

1) yes 2) n@ 

Test #2 

20. Was the child censistent in the c©l©r he chose between 
choice 1 and 2 in part 2? 

1) yes 2) n© 

21. Was th® child consistent in the c®l©r he chose between 
Test 1 and Test 2? 

1) yes 2) n® 

22. Was this consistent with his favorite color? 

1) yes 2) n® 

23 • Was the child consistent in the size he chose between 
part 1 and part 2? 

1) yes 2) n© 
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APPENDIX II 





The fellowlng are samples ©f b'sek covers used in 



the testing. 
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This study attempted te discover the relatimishlp 
&f children's faverite celcrs and bock color preference. 

Tests were conducted on tws classes of nursery school 
children of the Brigham Young University nursery scho@l. 

These tw© classes consisted of forty-one four and five 
year ©Id children; 100 per cent return was received. 

Findings did not indicate enough consistency ©n the Individual 
basis t© prove the hypothesis that children transferred 
favorite color preferences t© book color preferences, when 
c©l©r was eHiphasized, 
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